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child of former district po-
lice chief P Vijayan, was
launched in 2011 with an ob-
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the project in the state, is
planning to involve local
self-government bodies in
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chalked out at a meeting to
be held in Thiruvananthap-
uram next week,” he said.
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Israeli tlps for success in agriculture

P Sudhakaran | Tnn

Kannur: Kerala should en-
courage more research and
promote agriculture univer-
sities to develop innovative
farming methods, said Yo-
seph Shoub, an agriculturist
from Israel.

The 8l-year-old farmer
sald the state should encour-
age soil-less farming. It would
help reduce the space used by
aplant by more than80% .

Pointing at the need for in-
ductlng modern technology
in the farming sector, he said
private participation was im-
perative tosucceed in agricul-
ture. He was speaking to TOI
on the sidelines of an interna-
tional seminar on high-tech
farming organized as part of
the international hortj expo
here.

“When it comes to mecha-
nisation and use of technolo-

F o |
4 .

gy, it becomes economical
when more farmers come to-
gether for joint farming in-
stead of everyone going for
own methods, advises the
farmer, who feels that it is
high time that the state
changed its farming methods,

“If youwant to revolution-
ise agriculture, open your
mind, and change it if needed,
and also use the possibilities
of technology in the field,”
Shoub said.

At atime when agricult‘ure is passing
through a phase of crisis, and water
scarcity is a major cause of
: concern, we have to change
- our practices, and it is here that
Sustainable Optimized Agricul-
ture assumes significance
Yoseph Shoub | ;sm.eu.mmcuuumsr

He opined that Sustaina-
ble Optimized Agriculture
(SO-AG)would be the future of
agriculture world over. He
preferred to call it the second
revolution in agriculture, the
firstone beingdripirrigation.

“At a time when agricul-
ture is passing through a
phase of crisis, and water
scarcity 1s a major cause of
concern, we have to change
our practices, and it is here
that SO-AG assumes signifi-

cance,” said the agriculturist.

Using this technology, one
could listen to the plant’s
health of the plant, the same
way as a doctor listens to the
health of a patient.

The SO-AG would employ
a computerised system devel-
oped to use sensors to monitor
and manage chemical and
physical changes in the root
zone of a plant and the main
focus would be the roots, espe-
cially the secondary roots or
the ‘hairroots’.

Moreover, using this tech-
nology, the requirement of
water and minerals could be
reduced considerably. “In con-
ventional farming methods,
we waste 90% of the minerals
and water,” he said.

Though the initial expen-
diture would be high, in the
long run, it would prove eco-
nomical, the Israeli agricultu-

: rist said.
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